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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The Central Environmental Authority was established on 12th August 
1981 in accordance with the provisions of the National Environmental 
Act No 4 7 of 1 9 8 0 . At the inception the main objectives of the 
Authority were co-ordination of environmental activities and the 
formulation and review of environmental policy. Until the establishment 
of the Authority there was no other central body responsible for matters 
related to environmental management and protection. 
The Central Environmental Authority was first established within the 
purview of the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and 
Construction, the Minister in-charge being His Excellency Ranasinghe 
Premadasa, then Honourable Prime Minister of Sri Lanka. The 
Secretary to the Prime Minister Mr K H J Wijayadasa was appointed 
as its first Chairman while Mr W D Ailapperuma was appointed Director 
General. In 1 9 8 9 the Central Environmental Authority was transferred 
to the Ministry of Policy Planning and Implementation directly under 
the purview of His Excellency ithe;President of Sri Lanka. Special atte-
-rrtion was given to environmental considerations in the development process 
by establishing a separate Ministry of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs 
in 1990. The Central Environmental Authority now comes within the 
purview of this Ministry. A further development of Environment was the 
establishement of a Project Ministry of Environment under the Ministry of 
Environment and Parliamentary Affairs. 
The Central Environmental Authority was granted wider powers to 
implement and enforce environmental programmes for the protection, 
management and enhancement of the environment by the National 
Environmental (Amendment) Act, No 5 6 of 1 9 8 8 . 
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Ministry of Environment and Parliamentary 
Affairs 
The basic responsibility of formulating and implementing national policy 
in respect of environment lies with the Ministry of Environment and 
Parliamentary Affairs. Maintenance of International liaison, prepara­
tion of project reports for foreign funding & providing guidance to 
the Central Environmental Authority are other functions performed by 
the Ministry. 
Ministry of Environment 
The main function of the Ministry of Environment is the 
implementation of environmental projects and programmes approved 
by the Government, and supervision of on-going projects and 
programmes undertaken by the Central Environmental Authority. 
The Authority 
The Central Environmental Authority comprises three members 
appointed by His Excellency the President, in consultation with the 
Minister in charge of the subject of Environment. Two of these 
members are selected from among those with extensive expertise on 
the subject of environment while the third member is selected on the 
basis of administrative skills and expertise. H E the President appoints 
one of these members as the Chairman of the Authority. The Minister 
in-charge appoints the Director-General who is the chief executive 
officer of the Authority. 
Environmental Council 
The Environmental Council was established in 1 9 8 2 in accordance with 
section 7 of the National Environmental Act. The Council comprises 
of 19 nominees from different ministries having functions related to 
environment, one nominee from the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, 
seven representatives from Environmental Non-Governmental Organi­
zations, two members with extensive expertise and experience in 
2 
environmental protection and management and the Director-General 
of the Central Environmental Authority. 
The functions of the Environmental Council are: 
(a)to advice the Authority on matters pertaining to its responsibilities, 
powers, duties and functions; and 
(b)to advise the Authority on any matters referred to the Council by 
the Authority. 
District Environmental Agencies 
Under the provisions of the National Environmental Act the Central 
Environmental Authority has established District Environmental 
Agencies (DEAA) in each of the administrative districts, with the 
Government Agent of the district as the Chairman. 
Execution of programmes referred by the Authority to the Agencies 
and coordination of environmental activities at district level including 
reporting on environmental problems of the district to the Central 
Environmental Authority are the main functions of these Agencies. 
A Unit has been set up by the Cesjtral Environmental Authority to 
coordinate the work of the District Environmental Agencies. 
A new co-ordinating mechanism based on Divisional Secretaries is 
presently being formulated as the powers and functions of the, District 
level organizations are being devolved. 
Functions of the Central Environmental 
Authority 
The functions of the Central Environmental Authority are conducted 
under the guidance and direction of the Chairman: 
The Director General is the chief executive officer of the Authority. 
He is in charge of the organization and execution of the powers, 
functions and, duties of the Authority and its administration. 
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The powers, functions and duties of the Authority under the National 
Environmental Act are being carried out by the Environmental 
Protection Division, Natural Resources Management Division, Environ­
mental Promotion Division and the Legal Unit. General administration 
of the Authority and Financial management are the main responsibilities 
of the Administration Division and Finance Division respectively. 
Environmental Protection Division 
The Environmental Protection Division is charged with all functions related 
to environmental protection, through the control of environmental pollution 
arising from industries and other sources. These include the control of water 
and air pollution, soil pollution, noise control, toxic chemical and hazardous 
waste management. 
The Division has developed several standards and guidelines for 
pollution control. Industries are required to ensure compliance with 
the appropriate standards for their effluents before releasing them into 
the environment. Guidelines formulated include those for industries 
4 
such as textile, leather tanning, electroplating, Raw rubber processing, 
cinnamon processing, saw mills, paddy mills, metal crushers, premix plants 
and agro based industries.Guidelines are also available for transport and 
burning of corals and for the safe storage of chemicals. 
A major programme of this Division is the issue of Environmental 
Protection Licenses to industries on an annual basis. Under this 
programme, all industries which emit solid, gaseous or liquid wastes 
into the environment are required to obtain an Environmental 
Protection License from the Authority. Inspections of industries are 
carried out, subsequent to which licenses are issued where appropriate, 
with action necessary to control pollution being stipulated as conditions 
in the license. 
Proposed sites for new industries are also subject to an environmental 
examination and clearance by this Division. 
There are several other programmes being implemented by this Division 
These include programmes to continuously monitor major water bodies 
in the country such as the Beira Lake, Kelani River, Kandy Lake and 
Nuwara Eliya Lake. In addition, the Division is also actively involved 
in a major project involving the rehabilitation of BEIRA Lake which 
is heavily polluted at present. Under the programme, major industrial 
enterprises along the Kelani River and San Sebastian Canal leading 
to the Beira Lake which discharge their effluents into these waterways 
are also being strictly monitored. 
The Division is also involved in several programmes on toxic chemical 
control and hazardous waste management. An inventory of chemicals 
in use within the country has been compiled and action is underway 
to initiate a regulatory programme for the more hazardous chemicals. 
The Division also acts as the focal point for the International programme 
on chemicals which is the London Guidelines scheme on chemicals. 
Similarly all activities in relation to the functions of the Central 
Environmental Authority, as the Competent Authority in Sri Lanka for 
the Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary Movements 
of Hazardous wastes is being handled by this Division. 
Another programme implemented by this Division is the control of 
pollution arising from vehicle exhaust fumes. A six months programme 
to monitor the levels of major air pollutants in the Colombo city has 
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been completed. Similar monitoring programmes are being planned 
for the future. The Division is also involved in the implementation 
of several expert committee recommendations to control pollution from 
vehicle exhaust emissions. 
The Division also has a comprehensive data base on industries under 
the Environmental Protection License Scheme. A complete data base 
on chemicals in use in Sri Lanka, is also expected to be completed 
in the near future. 
The Division has the services of a well equipped laboratory. The 
laboratory is involved in performing chemical and microbiological 
testing of water samples from major waterbodies and effluent samples 
from industries. It is also capable of testing gaseous emissions from 
stationary sources such as industries, as well as mobile sources such 
as vehicles. 
Noise level measurements are also being carried out by the laboratory. 
The laboratory is presently being upgraded to perform the functions 
of an environmental reference laboratory. 
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Natural Resources Management Division 
The primary function of the Natural Kesources Management Division 
is to formulate and recommend national policies in accordance with 
the provisions of the National Environmental Act, for the efficient 
management and conservation of the country's natural resource base 
so as to ensure optimum beneficial use of these resources for a 
continuous development process. 
This Division was responsible for the preparation of the National 
Conservation Strategy for Sri Lanka in 1988, followed by an action 
plan. This led to the preparation of the National Environmental Action 
Plan (1992 - 1996) by the Ministry of Environment and Parliamentary 
Affairs in association with the CEA. This is the first national action 
oriented policy document on Environment for the country. 
The Natural Resources Management Division also coordinates with 
other organizations primarily involved in resource management and 
conservation activities in Sri Lanka. Proposed sites for hotels, aqua-
culture projects & other activities which involve the use of renewable 
or nonrenewable natural resources are also subjected to an 
environmental examination by this Division. The Division, has 
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developed guidelines for the safe extraction of natural resources. 
Guidelines include those for sand mining, clay mining, granite extraction 
and gem mining. Guidance documents have1 also been prepared for 
hotel and aqua culture developers. 
Another major function of the Division is implementation of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedures in accordance with 
the provisions of the National Environmental Act. Under this 
programme major development activities are subjected to an 
environmental assessment process. The objective of this programme 
is the introduction of environmental dimensions at early stages of 
project planning. A group of professional staff dealing with 
Environmental Impact Assessment has been identified within the 
Division, mainly to provide advice , prepare general, sectoral and 
procedural guidelines and also to coordinate with other State agencies, 
that have been appointed to conduct the EIA process.A list of projects 
that require Environmental Assessment and the procedures and 
methods of the EIA process have been finalised and will be gazetted 
shortly. 
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Environmental Promotion Division 
Public participation through enhanced awareness on environment is 
considered a vital factor in environmental conservation. All activities 
pertaining to this area of work is the main responsibility of the 
Environmental Promotion Division. 
The television, the newspapers and the radio are regularly used to cover 
the developments in the environmental sector and report on the work 
done by the CEA. Several films on environmental topics have been 
produced and have been telecast. These are available on loan to the 
public. A quarterly bulletin titled "Environmental News" is issued by 
the Division. 
Exhibitions* are organised in schools, etc., as a means ol taking 
environmental messages to the public. 
Activities to mark events of environmental significance like Earth Day, 
Gam Udawa, World Environment Day, National Tree Planting Day and 
World Habitat Day are organized by the Promotion Division. These 
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activities often involve nation wide publicity campaigns on environmen­
tal themes. 
Among one of the school based programmes launched by the Division 
is the formation of Environmental Pioneer Brigades. Under this 
programme students of post primary level are organised in groups to 
undertake environmental studies and participate in environmental 
conservation programmes. They receive awards for their performance 
based on a scheme of promotions. At present the membership in 
Environmental Pioneer Brigades is nearly 8000. 
School Environmental Societies are fostered by the CEA by giving guide 
- lines and training. There are over 80d such societies in different 
parts of the island at present. 
Group contact at village level is encouraged because it is considered 
very important for participation in environmental work at grass root 
level. For example, nearly 150 seminars were organised in 1992 for 
special target groups like Womens' Organizations, Youth Leaders, 
Janasavi Recipients, NGOO, Farmer Organizations, Scouts and Girl 
Guides. 
Strengthening environmental education is an important area of work 
receiving special attention. The present programmes cover pre school, 
primary, secondary and tertiary levels of education. In respect of pre 
school education teacher training and the publication of a teacher's 
guide has been undertaken. In respect of primary and secondary 
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education many teaching aids are being produced in addition to teachers 
training and the publication of a teacher's guide. 
The tertiary education programme on environment made a special 
contribution by actively collaborating with the University Grants 
Commission in organizing a core course on Environment in all Affiliated 
University Colleges and in the preparation of a text book for the course. 
The Division is guided in the conduct of Environmental Education 
Programmes by a Committee in which the University Grants 
Commission, the Universities, the Ministry of Education, the National 
Institute of Education, Npn Governmental Organizations and the media 
are represented. 
Assistance and cooperation extended to Environmental Non­
governmental Organizations and the coordination of their activities is 
considered essential as a means of improving public participation. 
Guidance for the formation of new environmental organizations is 
provided while optimum assistance is given to the programmes initiated 
by all environmental Non-Governmental Organizations. 
The Library and Environmental Information 
Centre 
The library and Information Centre has been organized to collect, 
process and disseminate Environmental Information to be of use to 
Scientists, Environmentalists, Policy Planners, Researchers, Journalists, 
University Students, NGOO and the general public. To fulfil these 
objectives, the library provides services such as lending, Inter-library 
loans, photocopying of articles, reference service, answering querries 
etc. 
The Library also publishes two information bulletins "Current Contents 
on Environment" and "Current Acquisitions" for the benefit of its users. 
An Environmental Index to Sri Lankan Newspaper Articles on 
Environment is published to facilitate Environmentalists to locate their 
information needs. 
Being the National Focal Point of INFOTERRA (The Global Environmental 
Information System), the library performs an important service to the 
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International exchange of Information on Environment. Through this 
Network, the library attends to users requests for their specialized information 
needs. The library has already initiated action to establish a National 
Environmental Information System which will introduce several new services 
to its users in addition to the above functions. 
Legal Unit 
The main responsibilities of the Legal Unit are to advice and assist 
in the exercise of the powers, functions and duties of the Authority, 
in accordance with the provisions of the National Environmental Act, 
The Legal Unit also advises and instructs the Authority o n the measures 
to be adopted in respect of environmental problems where legal 
intervention is required by the Authority. 
Work with Local Government Institutions 
The National Environment Act provides for the delegation of powers 
to local authorities . 
An important function to be delegated to local authorities is the issue 
of Environmental Protection Licenses (EPL) to low polluting industries. 
The Authority also obtains the assistance of the local authorities to 
implement programmes and projects (EPL) on environmental protection 
and conservation at the local levels. 
Coordination with Other Organizations 
A multiplicity of Government and private organizations are involved 
in environmental activities. Inter - sectoral co-ordination in the field 
of environment is also a responsibility of the Central environmental 
Authority. 
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CENTRAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITY 
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Non-Governmental Organizations and the 
CEA 
Non-Governmental Organizations play an important role in environ­
mental conservation. Implementing programmes to improve public 
understanding, protection of public interests in relation to environment 
are among the services rendered by them. The Central Environmental 
Authority makes every effort to incorporate the views and opinions 
of NGOO in the formulation of environmental policies. Presently, over 
100 NGOO are registered with the Central Environmental Authority. 
The Environmental Promotion Division liaises with Non-Governmental 
Organizations. 
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Logo 
The logo of the Central Environmental Authority depicts the basic 
components of the environment; energy, flora, water, soil and air. 
1 
o 
5. Central Environmental Authority {Head Office) (Environmental Promotion Division and the 
6. Community Centre Natural Resources Management Division) 
Location 
The Central Environmental Authority is situated at Farisara Mawatha, 
Maligawatte New Town, Colombo 10. The Library and the Information 
Centre is also situated at the close vicinity. 
The Environmental Promotion Division (Tel. 439074, 439075) and the 
Natural Resources Management Division (Tel. 439073, 439076) are located 
in the First Floor in the Secretariat, Maligawatta New Town Colombo 10. 
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